


             NIRJA SAHAY DAV PUBLIC SCHOOL, KANKE, RANCHI 
                                          HOLIDAY HOMEWORK 
CLASS: VIII                                SQP-5                                          F.M.: 80 
SUBJECT: ENGLISH                                                                     TIME: 3 hrs                                               
                                                                                                                                                                     
        
 
 The question paper is divided into three sections:  

General Instructions: 

Section A: Reading  [20 marks] 
Section B: Writing and Grammar [30 marks] 
Section C: Literature   [30 marks] 

 Read the instructions and questions carefully 
 Number your answers correctly 
 Ensure that questions of each section are answered together 
 Keep to the word limit wherever needed 

                                          
                                                  SECTION-A [READING]                20 marks 
                                         
Q.1. Read the given passage and answer the questions that follow:                 [8] 
 
                                                               Reading for Success 
 

1. Not too long ago, a group of teachers conducted study on students and their learning 
problems. A curious fact came to light from the study. The teachers discovered that the 
student who did poorly in subjects such as Mathematics and Art could still do very well 
in other subjects. But the students who were poor at reading, performed badly in all 
subjects. 

2. No doubt there are other skills involved, such as learning to add and subtract in math, but 
most of the explanations about how to do things have to be read by the students. Much of 
the assignments require students to read long sets of directions and questions. These 
often involve story problems that are explained in words and have to be read and 
understood before they can be solved. 
 

3. So, your success or failure in class depends on your ability to read and understand the 
study-related material. In college, almost all your study time will be spent in reading. 
You need more and more information and most of this information comes in the printed 
form. Success in various courses vastly depends on the ability to read, and students who 
cannot read, or at least can’t read well enough to master the material, are in for trouble. 

 
4. We are fast moving into a world where every day more and more technical reading is 

required. Instructions for using applications are becoming complex. There are written 
instructions related to food preparation, traffic signs, travel, and safety and security, all 
requiring the ability to read. People in modern society read hundreds of words every day. 

 
5. The ability to procure and retain a job is directly related to your ability to read. The 

number of semi-skilled and professional occupations that require high reading ability is 
increasing rapidly. Today, a person who cannot read is almost unemployable. Even the 
simplest jobs require some amount of reading ability, and many people advance to more 



important and better paying jobs by getting additional knowledge, skills, and 
qualifications, through reading. The more specialized the job, the greater the need to read 
confidently, quickly and efficiently. 

 
On the basis of your understanding of the above passage, answer the following questions:     1x8 
 

i. Which of the following is an INCORRECT statement? 
a. We are fast moving into a world where every day more and more technical 

reading is required. 
b. Much of the assignments require students to read long sets of directions and 

questions. 
c. People in modern society write hundreds of words every day. 

 
ii. What is directly related to your ability to read?   

a. to read confidently and efficiently  
b. to procure and retain a job  
c. to ensure safety and security  
d. to get additional knowledge and skills 

 
iii. Why are students who cannot read , in for trouble? 

a. can’t read stories 
b. can’t read well enough to master the material 
c. can read well enough 
d. reading and writing are related 

  
iv. How do people in semi skilled occupations advance to better paying jobs? 

a. Through their political connections 
b. By getting additional knowledge and skills through reading 
c. By enhancing their communication skills 
d. By improving their writing skills 

 
v. Which of the following is NOT an example of where people read hundreds of words on 

an everyday basis? 
a. safety and security  
b. traffic signs  
c. in a desert 
d. travel 

 
vi. Mention whether the following statement is True or False. 

Reading leads to success.  
 

vii. A person who cannot read is ______. 
 

viii. ‘Instructions for using applications are becoming more complex’. Substitute the 
underlined word with the most appropriate option from the following.   
 



a.  System b. Combined  c. Complicated  d. Simple 
 

Q.2. Read the following passage carefully and answer the questions that follow:             [12]                                                                  
 
                                                                   Forest Fires! 
 

1. Forest fires are terrifying and most of the time, destructive. A tiny mishap could trigger a 
huge fire. Such fires kill trees and other plants even burning roots underground. People 
and animals caught in the fires may be killed by smoke. Firefighters do not try to stop 
large forest fires. Instead they control a fire from spreading too far. The fire would 
eventually burn itself out. A blackened wasteland is what remains in the end. 
 

2. Places with regular occurrences of such fires are Australia and California, especially 
during droughts. Most fires are a result of human accidents, for instance, the reckless 
disposal of cigarette butts. Lightning strikes can also spark a forest fire. 

 
3. Hot summer weather dries out plants. Dry vegetation is more prone to catching fire. 

However, burning is part of a natural cycle. It clears land and makes room for new plants 
and trees to grow better. 

 
4. Forest fires are very dangerous. Often, people are killed by smoke because they are 

unable to see amidst the flames and are not able to run to safety in time.  Houses that are 
made from wood easily catch fire and get partially or completely destroyed. 
 

5. Portable weather stations in the forest keep watch on temperature and humidity during 
the fire season. Some countries depend on them as the risk of fire is the highest when it is 
very hot and dry.  
 

6. Even with these technological advances, nothing beats being fully prepared for an 
emergency. Citizens in fire-prone areas should be well-prepared to anticipate such 
disasters by having their own safety and evacuation measures. They must be well-
equipped to protect themselves. They need to have cotton or wool clothing gloves, 
goggles and a helmet. They can use water and wet blankets to beat out flames. They also 
need to practise putting out small fires.  
 

7. The best way to stop a fire is to prevent it from starting. Fires can get out of hand, so let 
us all work together to avoid causing unnecessary damage to properties and lives. 
 

i. Fire eventually burns itself out. Then, what is the role of firefighters? 
ii. Burning, which is a part of the natural cycle, is actually a boon. Justify.  

iii. Give one reason why a forest fire is dangerous. 
iv. How is the risk of fire covered by some countries when the weather is too hot and dry? 
v. Mention one way in which people can be prepared for a fire emergency. 

vi. Write an antonym of ‘being careful’ as given in paragraph -2. 
vii. Which of the following instruments, do you think, are used at a weather station? 
 



 

 
 

viii. The following statements are marked Assertion (A) and Reason ®. Read the statements 
and choose the correct option. 
 

(A)  Hot summer weather dries out plants.  
 

(B)  Dry vegetation is less prone to catching fire. 
 

a) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is not the correct explanation of (A). 
b) Both (A) and (R) are true, but (R) is  the correct explanation of (A). 
c) (A) is true, but (R) is false. 
d) (A) is false, but (R) is true. 

 
ix. Forest fires prove dangerous to ______. 

a. Glass Houses 
b. Mud Houses 
c. Wood Houses 
d. Brick Houses 



 
x. What remains at the end of a forest fire? 

a. a wasteland 
b. a garbage clad land 
c. a whitened land 
d. a blackened wasteland 

 
xi. The central idea of each paragraph has been mentioned below. Match the paragraphs with 

their central idea. 
 

          Paragraph                  Central Idea 
1. Paragraph-2 a) Prevention  
2. Paragraph-4 b) Dangers of forest fire  
3. Paragraph-6 c) Reasons for forest fire 
4. Paragraph-7 d) Preparing for emergency  

 
a. 1.b), 2.c), 3.a), 4.d)   c.  1.a), 2.d), 3.c), 4.b) 

 
b. 1.d), 2.b), 3.a), 4.c)   d.  1.c), 2.b), 3.d), 4.a) 
 

xii. Choose the word which means the same as ‘extinguish’ in para 6. 
a. Beat out    c. Anticipate 
b. Evacuate    d. Put out 

 
 

 
 
                                          SECTION-B [WRITING & GRAMMAR]                         30 marks 
 
Q.3. Read the given telephonic conversation between Hari’s father (Rajesh) and Krishna[4] 
   
                        
Krishna  : Hello! May I speak to Hari please?  
Rajesh    : I’m sorry, he is not at home. May I know who is calling?  
Krishna  : I’m Krishna, his classmate. Who is there? 
Rajesh    : I’m Hari’s father.  
Krishna  : Namaste, Uncle.   
Rajesh    : Namaste, How are you? 
Krishna  : I am fine, Uncle. Could you please convey my message to him? 
Rajesh    : Sure. 
Krishna : Please inform him that the Mathematics exam has been postponed from 20th 
September to  23rd September, Monday. 
Rajesh    : Anything else? 
Krishna  : That’s all, thank you. 
Rajesh    : Okay, I will inform him. 



As Hari has gone for a walk and his father has to leave for his friend’s party, he leaves 
Krishna’s message for Hari. Write the message on behalf of Rajesh in not more than 50 
words. 
  
                                                                   OR 
 
You are Rudra Singh of Class-VIII, Welham Boys’ School, Dehradun. You want to invite 
the students on Van Mahotsav for a tree plantation activity in the school and nearby areas. 
Draft a notice in not more than 50 words.                                                                                                                  
 
Q.4. Imagine you are Nikita. You feel committed towards the less fortunate ones in your 
society and plan to serve them. Write a letter to your friend telling them about the new 
project – ‘We Care’ you have undertaken and invite them to be a part of this noble 
initiative. Think of the ideas from the unit ‘Compassionate Souls’ of ‘My English Reader’. 
[Word Limit: 100 – 120 words]    [8]                                                                                   
 
                                                                   OR   

Mobile phones have become a rage with children as well as adult. Young boys and girls are 
glued to their mobile phones for long hours. Mobile phones undoubtedly play a positive 
role in today’s life, but sometimes they serve as a major distraction and have their hazards. 
Write an article on the topic – ‘Media-Impact on Teenagers’ using your own ideas and 
using the hints from the Unit – ‘Changing Times’ from ‘My English Reader’. [Word limit – 
100 – 120  words]  

  
Q.5.   The following passage has not been edited. There is one error in each line. Write the 
incorrect word and the correction in your answer sheet:                                                     1x4 
           
                                                                                 Incorrect  Correct 
My little sister Lisa was practising how to riding          a)    ______  _____                                    
a bicycle yesterday. Suddenly I hear a loud crash      b)    ______  _____                                                              
and ran to see what has happened. I saw that she       c)    ______  _____                                                                    
is lying on the ground. I quickly pulled her up          d)    ______  _____    
and brought her home.  
 
Q.6. Rearrange the following words/phrases to form meaningful sentences.            1x4 
 

a) work and play / things / different / parents see / as two  
b) is a / of time / they / waste / think / that playing  
c) important /games / studies / are as / as  
d) a student / to both / proper / should / attention / pay 

 
Q.7. Read the following conversation and report what was said by choosing the correct option to 
complete the following passage. Write the answers in your answer sheet.                         1x4 
 



Woodcutter    : River god, my axe has fallen into the pond. Can you bring it out? 
River god       : Is your axe made of gold? 
Woodcutter    : No, god. My axe is made of wood and iron.  
River god       : I am pleased with your honesty. You can keep this axe made of gold as a reward.  
 
The woodcutter told the river god that (a) ________________ into the pond. He humbly asked 
him (river god) if he could bring it out. The river god asked the woodcutter (b)_______________ 
of gold. The woodcutter replied that it was not and told the river god that 
(c)________________of wood and iron. The river god was pleased with woodcutter’s honesty. 
He said that he (woodcutter) (d) _______________ as a reward. 
 

(a)  (i)  his axe is fallen 
(ii)  his axe has fallen 
(iii) his axe had fallen 
(iv) his axe fell  
 

(b) (i)   if his axe made 
(ii)  if his axe were made 
(iii) if his axe is made  
(iv) if his axe was made 
 

(c) (i)   his axe was made  
(ii)  his axe is made 
(iii) his axe made 
(iv) his axe are made 
 

(d) (i)   can keep that axe made of gold 
(ii)  could keep that axe made of gold 
(iii) could keep this axe made of gold 
(iv) should keep this axe made of gold 

 
Q.8. Choose the correct one from the given options to complete the following passage: 1x3 
 
        I love learning languages. I ______ [have been learning / am learning / learnt] different 
languages since I was in school. So far, I ______ [learn / have learnt / learnt] eight languages. I 
______  [learnt / am learning / was learning] Japanese now.  
 
Q.9. Do as directed:                                                                                                                1x3 
                                                                                                              
        a. The horse and carriage are at the door. [Underline the error] 
        b. I can’t go out for cycling today. I _____ complete my homework. [Fill in the blank with  
            a suitable modal] 
        c. The moon was bright and we could see our way. [How many clauses does this  
            sentence have?]   
 

 



                                                  SECTION-D [LITERATURE]                               30 marks 
 
Q.10. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                 1x4 
           
           ‘I strongly recommend a quiet week in bed.’ 
           We sighed with relief and tucked her up well. 
           Poor Granny! For her, it was like a brief season in hell, 
          Confined to her bedroom, while every breeze  
          Whispered of summer and dancing leaves. 
 

a. Who is the speaker in the first line? 
b. Why did the narrator and his family ‘sigh in relief’? 
c. What does the phrase ‘tuck someone up’ mean? 
d. Name the literary device used in the fifth line.  

                                              
                                                                        OR   
             
            Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow: 
 
            All this pain of a young boy,  
           My Mother you transformed into pious strength  
           With kneeling and bowing five times 
        
       a. Who is the young boy? 
       b. What pain is he talking about? 
       c. What was this pain transformed into? 
       d. What do you understand by ‘kneeling and bowing five times’? 

 
Q.11. Read the extract given below and answer the questions that follow:                  1x4                                       
 
          He has taken the afternoon off and won’t come back for a week.  
         You can give the letter to the assistant headmaster. 
 

a. Name the lesson. 
b. Who is the speaker of the above lines? 
c. Whom does ‘He’ refer to? 
d. Who is the assistant headmaster? 

                                         
                                                                  OR 

 
         Margie was scornful. ‘School? What’s there to write about school? I hate school.’ 
         The mechanical teacher had been giving her test after test in geography and she had been   
         doing worse and worse… 
 
       a. Name the writer of the story ‘The Fun They Had’. 
       b. What was Margie’s opinion about school?   



       c. Whom is Margie talking to? 
       d. What was the complication in the geography sector of Margie’s teacher? 
 
 Q.12. Answer ANY SIX questions from the following in about 30 – 40 words each: 2x6 
  
            a. How did Swami’s father react when Swami told him that he was not going to school? 
          b. Why was the narrator panic-stricken while they were waiting for the asparagus to be  
              cooked? [The Luncheon] 
          c. Why did the king go to the wise hermit? Why did he go there alone and  

  dressed like a commoner? 
          d. Who was the bearded man who came running from the woods? How had he got  

  wounded? 
          e. Why had Margie started hating her school more than ever? 
          f. How does the speaker wish to serve their motherland? [The Children’s Song] 
          g. What impression did the narrator gather of the woman when he met her?  
             [The   Luncheon] 
 
Q.13. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 70 – 80 words:                         [4] 
 
Swami gave a lurid account of Samuel’s violence to his father. His father became excited and 
wrote a complaint letter without verifying the facts, leading to a spiral of negative events that 
happened from one to another. Elaborate the theme of the story, ‘Father’s Help’ in the light of 
the above statement.                                                              
                                                                        OR 
 
Explain the answer the king got to his three questions. Making these answers your base, 
comment on the importance of the present moment in our life.   
    
Q.14. Answer ANY ONE of the following questions in 90 – 100 words:                       [6] 
 
Taking hints from the poem, ‘The Children’s Song’, prepare a speech to be delivered in the 
morning assembly on the topic – ‘The Role of Youth in Our Nation’s Development’. [Word 
limit: 90 – 100  words]                                                                                     
                                                                       OR 
 
Imagine yourself  as Margie. After knowing about old-time schools and the fun children had 
there, you feel inclined to join such a school as you are fed up of your technologically-advanced 
school. Write a diary entry mentioning all the aspects of old-time schools that excite  your 
interest, and give an account of the disadvantages of your mechanical classroom. [Word limit: 90 
– 100  words] 
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